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Dear friends,
It’s been an incredible year, and it’s all thanks to the grace of God – working
through generous partners like you, He has advanced His kingdom in every
corner of the world!
Of course, it is always our goal to prayerfully plan next steps – to consider
new ways to get the priceless Word of God to every person on Earth. The
world is constantly changing, constantly moving, constantly growing – and
the ways that people connect to each other right along with it. Sometimes it’s
easy to pass over the little things that have been accomplished in favor
of looking ahead to those new, great things
that are about to happen.
But then I hear the story of an alcoholic
father who came to Christ after hearing the
Bible in his African language for the first
time – his family had prayed for years for
this very thing. Then there’s the story of a
Central American woman who happened to
turn on the radio and hear the Bible being
played in her language – she received
Jesus, and now she listens to His Word
every day.
Just think: We will stand with those very
same people in front of the throne of the Lamb on the Last Day, praising Jesus
and enjoying His presence for all eternity!
The means are always important, and we hope that as you look through
this report, you’ll see how new technology and strengthened partnerships –
along with your support – have allowed us to keep moving forward. But we
can’t ever forget the reason why we do what we do: To see individual lives
transformed by the power and hope of the Gospel.
Thank you for standing with us!
Your Servant in Christ,

Morgan Jackson
Senior Vice President
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Get God’s Word to every person

To record and provide the Word
of God in every translated language

The fulfillment of the Great Commission
can be completed within our lifetime
Faith Comes By Hearing is a vast family of friends all over
the world, working together for a common cause. From a
donor in Texas funding Audio Bible recording projects to a
Syrian refugee gathering people in his tent to listen to God’s
Word together, we each do our part in the cause to make
Jesus Christ known.
Since 1972, when Jerry and Anet Jackson founded the
ministry, there has been an underlying current of urgency
to reach people everywhere with God’s Word in their own
language and in audio, because the majority of people in the
world are oral learners. What began as a tape-lending library
out of a friend’s living room has now become a worldwide
ministry offering Scripture recordings in more than 1,100
languages.
Though we continue to develop top-of-the-line
technology and strive to be at the forefront of innovative
communication methods, our singular vision remains the
same: Get God’s Word to every person!
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Over 70 percent of the world’s population are
oral communities. Life for them revolves around
the spoken word. Many of them cannot read,
or have no written language at all. Stories
and accounts are passed from generation to
generation through oral repetition, songs, or
poetry. Therefore, even if a written version of
God’s Word does exist in their language, these
peoples cannot access it.
We exist to meet their need. Faith Comes By
Hearing joins with other ministries, organizations,
and translation agencies to record God’s Word and
get it to those oral peoples so that they can hear
the beautiful truth of God’s Word.

FY2018 Highlights:
• Scripture recordings were completed in 91
languages spoken by nearly 33.4 million people,
including 20 oral translation projects using Render.
• Over 59,000 Audio Bible listening programs were
started, discipling an estimated 5.3 million people.
• Over 151,000 Military BibleSticks were given
to service members and veterans.
• Render 2.0, a major update to Render’s
back-end code, was launched—making it much
easier to translate and record Scripture for
oral communities.

Your partnership helps us meet this need
head-on. This Ministry Impact Report provides
a summary of the 2017 – 2018 Kingdom influence
made because of your incredible generosity.
We cannot do this work without you, and we
are deeply thankful for your ongoing partnership
in this calling.

And I have other sheep that are not of this fold.
I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice.
So there will be one flock, one shepherd.
– John 10:16

Thank you for your steadfast partnership
in impacting the world for Christ!
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Joshua said to the people of Israel,
“Come here and listen to the words of the LORD your God.”
– Joshua 3:9
We have received so many amazing stories over
the last year from people around the world who
have heard the Bible in their own language for
the very first time. But what goes into the process
of getting an Audio Bible into the hands of
unreached people and helping them to become
disciples of Jesus?
RECORDINGS
Faith Comes By Hearing has developed a variety
of tools and methods to record Scripture, and
all of them come with their unique risks and
opportunities. Whether we are sending one of
the 46 two-person field recording teams into an
indigenous community, or training and equipping
partners who are already on the ground, or
enabling local speakers to utilize the Render
program, we have the end goal of reaching
communities small and large alike with the
Gospel. Our methods center on making sure the
people groups who receive the recorded Bible can
understand it, come to faith in Jesus, and grow in
spiritual knowledge through it.

PROGRAMS
So the recording is done. Now what?
Once the final mastering and editing of a field
recording is completed in our Albuquerque
studio, we work with in-country ministry partners
to effectively train and equip local leaders to
implement Audio Bible listening programs in
their communities. Each leader gathers people
together at least once a week to listen to a
passage of Scripture using a playback device,
such as a Proclaimer. The leader then facilitates
discussion of the passage within the group. Each
device can be shared throughout a community,
and we often see several groups formed around
a single Proclaimer. Through this sharing among
community members, each Audio Bible can help
disciple an average of 90 people!
Over the next several pages, discover the impact
of God’s precious Word on oral learners in every
region through their testimonies, and know that
you played a part in making it possible for them
to hear the Gospel.

With transportation issues, power grid failures,
reader recruitment hurdles, political instability
and persecution, and/or illness cropping up
during nearly every project, it is often a wonder
that these teams experience any success.
But they know that the prospect of an
unreached and marginalized community hearing
the truth and love of God’s Word for the very
first time is worth it all.
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“For from the rising of the sun to
its setting my name will be great
among the nations, and in every place
incense will be offered to my name,
and a pure offering. For my name will
be great among the nations,” says the
LORD of hosts.
– Malachi 1:11

Faith Comes By Hearing Ministry Impact Report P.8

Faith Comes By Hearing Ministry Impact Report P.9

FROM TOGO
“My name is Kossi. I’m 31 years old and have been in
prison for four years. When I was convicted, I lied and
accused my neighbor of being involved, and he went to
prison too. I hated him so much for being a Christian.
He was always talking about the Bible and God and Jesus.
“Once I was in the prison, it turned
out that my best friends there were
believers in Christ. They were always
inviting me to their prayer meetings
or listening sessions of the Word of
God with the Proclaimer. I always
found a reason to not attend.

     



SCRIPTURE RECORDINGS
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Once I was in
the prison, it turned
out that my best
friends there were
believers in Christ.

“Then one day, a friend invited me
to a meeting being held by the Bible
Society of Togo, and I went. I was so
touched by the atmosphere in the
room that day. Everyone was happy.
Even my neighbor, whom I had
accused, was happier and stronger
than me. When we listened to the Bible that day, I heard,
‘All things work together for good to them that love God.’
Something happened to my heart that day.










“I shared my feelings with a friend and my desire to
tell the truth to clear my neighbor, who had already spent
almost a year in prison. At my next hearing, I confessed
everything, and my neighbor was released the next day.
What amazed me the most is that before leaving the prison,
he said, ‘I do not blame you. I forgive you and will pray for
you so that you quickly get out of this place.’ That day,
I cried bitterly, but I remembered what I had heard during
the Bible listening session: ‘All things work together for
good to them that love God.’”
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Now the Lord is the Spirit,
and where the Spirit of the
Lord is, there is freedom.
– 2 Corinthians 3:17
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FROM PARAGUAY
“Two months ago my husband left
our home—he left me with my kids.
During that time my sister and the
pastor visited me and prayed for me.
I received Christ in my heart and
they invited me to their group to listen
to God’s Word on the Proclaimer. Now,
after praying a lot, my husband came
back home and he wants to stay with
us again.”
FROM PERU
Eduardo confessed openly that he was
often very drunk. Yet when he came to
understand the Gospel his life changed
enormously. The change, however, was
not what Eduardo expected.

     



SCRIPTURE RECORDINGS
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One day the Audio Bible listening
program came to his church and what
resulted was a miracle: Eduardo finally
stopped drinking. He says that he does
not remember doing anything extra—
he simply listened to the Word on
the Proclaimer.

Soon he realized he was not
drinking anymore; it no longer seemed
attractive to him. Not only did Eduardo
notice this change,
but the entire
community noticed
it as well. His
Quechua brothers
nominated
him as a local
representative with
authority over eight
other communities.
Eduardo was able
to respond to this
great responsibility
only by God’s
help. He says:
“The Word has changed me. Today, I
feel a great love for my brothers that
motivates me to serve them. … The
Spoken Word, that which we hear
on the Proclaimer, has completely
changed my life so that I can serve
God and my Quechua brothers.”

Today, I feel
a great love for
my brothers that
motivates me to
serve them.
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Sing to the LORD a new song, his
praise from the end of the earth, you who
go down to the sea, and all that fills it, the
coastlands and their inhabitants.
– Isaiah 42:10
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Without your assistance, and
that of the donors, I would not have the
Proclaimer in my language and my life
wouldn’t have changed.

Lenslod, an official in his village, had
a spirit of anger. He never allowed his
wife to go anywhere for longer than a
week for fear she would not return to
him. He commanded her to do everything in the house—and even beat
her. She decided to leave him after
four years because the pain was so
severe. Lenslod was faithfully involved
with church activities, but never told
his pastor what was really happening
in his life. He pretended for so many
years that his wife would return to him.
After months of listening to God’s
Word, Lenslod’s mind and attitude gradually began to change.
His turning point was when he heard
Jesus speaking in Matthew 7:7-8 about
asking and receiving, searching and
finding, and knocking and the door will
be opened. Jesus’ words in John 14:1516 about loving God and doing what
He commands, then sending the Holy
Spirit to help us, convicted him. Finally,
he told his pastor the truth.
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Lenslod began praying that he could
reunite with his wife. He went to
see her to apologize and ask for her
forgiveness. She noticed how he had
changed and was willing to accept his
apology and return home with him.

     

FROM PAPUA NEW GUINEA
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AUDIO BIBLE LISTENING PROGRAMS

  





 











  




 










Lenslod’s prayer was answered.
People started to accept him as a real
family man. He stopped beating his
wife, started helping her around the
house, and even began family devotions. The Proclaimer is becoming
Lenslod’s armor whenever he works to
solve issues in his home and in the village. He says, “Without His love and
protection in my times of need, I
would not be who I am now. My
sincere thank you for having a team
here to record the Ese New Testament
and having it in audio. Without your
assistance, and that of the donors, I
would not have the Proclaimer in my
language and my life wouldn’t have
changed. Glory to God.”
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In that day Israel will be the third
with Egypt and Assyria, a blessing
in the midst of the earth, whom the
LORD of hosts has blessed, saying,
“Blessed be Egypt my people, and
Assyria the work of my hands, and
Israel my inheritance.”
– Isaiah 19:24-25
Faith Comes By Hearing Ministry Impact Report P.20

Faith Comes By Hearing Ministry Impact Report P.21

FROM A CENTRAL ASIAN COUNTRY
Field partners are blessing people in restricted-access countries with the
Word of God on BibleSticks. One partner told us: “My wife visited a woman,
Rania, who had been part of the local fellowship, but has been reclusive
for years, avoiding contact with other believers. Rania has never stopped
believing in Jesus, but was forced to cut ties to the local church because
of her husband’s family’s opposition to her faith. Rania hides her Bible out
of fear that her in-laws will discover she is still a believer in Jesus, but this
keeps her from being able to memorize Scripture (something she once
enjoyed doing).
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“My wife gave Rania a BibleStick in her heart language, which was
very exciting for her. Now, she can listen and be encouraged by
the Word freely.”
FROM A MIDDLE EASTERN COUNTRY
A Middle Eastern man had once laughed at the Christ follower
who shared Isaiah 53 with him, saying: “It’s like you’re saying Jesus is God!”
At the insistence of the Christian, though, the
man accepted an Audio
Bible in his language, Kurdish, and was
encouraged to listen to it.

I can’t believe
it—Jesus heard
my prayers!

Some days later, his six-year-old daughter, who
has been paralyzed, deaf, and blind since birth,
fell into a coma. Her family was told by a doctor
that her heart was beating too slowly and she
would die very soon. Overwhelmed with grief,
they took her home. The father, who does not
read, grabbed his Bible and held it over her head,
crying out: “God, I know and believe that You
have healed many sick people…[and] raised dead
people. My daughter isn’t dead yet, but…I ask You, in the Name of Jesus
Christ, to let her live again.” Through God’s greatness and majesty, the
paralyzed, comatose six-year-old girl stood up and walked for the first time
in her life! Her father started shouting to everyone in the house: “Look at
my daughter! She’s alive again! She can walk and talk and see. I can’t believe
it—Jesus heard my prayers!” He even told his own father the news, saying:
“The doctor was right here in my home!”
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I will thank you
in the great congregation;
in the mighty throng
I will praise you.
– Psalm 35:18
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FROM INDIA
“My mother died shortly after I was born, so my father is raising me. One day
when I got home from school, my neighbors told me that my father was admitted
to the hospital. When I arrived, I saw my father on a ventilator. The doctors told
me an operation was necessary to remove the large kidney stones or he may
die. I didn’t know what to do. We had no money for the operation, and my
relatives kept telling me that I was going to be an orphan.
“Suddenly, Matthew 17:20 came to my mind: ‘If you have faith like a grain
of mustard seed…nothing will be impossible for you.’ I was part of a
Telugu Audio Bible listening program and learning about Jesus, and we had
recently heard and discussed this Scripture. The group leader let me borrow the
Proclaimer to play for my father. After three days of continuous listening and
prayer, doctors examined him and said that the stones had dissolved and there
was no need for an operation. Praise God!”
FROM A SOUTH ASIAN COUNTRY

SCRIPTURE RECORDINGS


Ehsan is a strong believer, a bright young man who took
the part of John the Baptist [in the recording of an Audio
Bible for his country]. After he had recorded his lines, he
wanted to get back to his village. It was only later that we
found out he is part of an outreach group that had been
captured and questioned by local policemen. The group is
made up of fairly new believers; but when the persecution
came, they were even more convicted to share the Gospel.
Once they were released, they went right back out to
do outreach.

     

So when the
neighbors asked
him to pray
to God, he did in
the name of Jesus—
and the sick person
was healed.
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Ehsan had shared the Gospel message with his cousin who
was a local healer. His cousin accepted Jesus Christ and
even declined doing the rituals when neighbors brought a
sick person to him. His cousin declared that only God
can heal. So when the neighbors asked him to pray to
God, he did in the name of Jesus—and the sick person was
healed. Praise the Lord!
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Developed in partnership with Pioneer Bible Translators
and Seed Company, Render is an oral Bible translation
software designed to allow oral-centered communities to
participate in a Bible translation and recording without a
written text. This has opened up some extraordinary avenues
for the Word of God to reach and transform communities
with the hope of the Gospel!

“Gather the people to me, that I may let them
hear my words, so that they may learn to fear me
all the days that they live on the earth, and that
they may teach their children so.”
– Deuteronomy 4:10b
Render 2.0, a major upgrade to Render’s back-end code,
was just released, and we are already seeing the fruit of that
labor: 20 Render projects in languages spoken by 8.4 million
people are currently underway in 4 regions. Praise God!
REGION BREAKDOWN

Africa: 9

Your faithful partnership ensures more
Render projects will be completed,
and more communities will hear God’s
Word in their own language!

Asia: 6
South America: 1

Four of the Render translation projects have requested a
second book to translate upon completion of their current
project—Exodus for one community and Acts for the other
three. We thank God that these projects are moving forward,
and that these communities have a hunger for hearing more
of His Word!
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Great strides have been made this year to connect our increasingly
digital world to the living Word of God. Here are a few testimonies of the impact:

“There were lots of smartphones in Iquitos, Peru! The Internet there was pretty
flaky, so the Global Bible App was perfect. One of the first things people asked
when we shared the App was if the App required Internet, and they were happy
to hear it didn’t.
“A woman in the village didn’t have a Bible and was happy to receive the App.
The kids on the bench had just received Jesus and one girl ran and got her phone
to install the App.”

“This is an excellent addition to my Bible study. I often listen to relevant
passages. When I’m troubled, I listen to Psalms. When I’m confused, I listen to
Proverbs. Listening to the Bible makes unpleasant tasks much more tolerable.”

“I was in a small town in a Middle Eastern country meeting
with a group of non-Christian seekers. We were sharing the
Global Bible App with them.
“One lady who had just come to the Lord said to me: ‘You
know, before I came to the Lord, people of my religion used to
warn us to not approach the Bible of the Christians because
it is under a spell and it will cause anyone who reads it to fall
under its spell. They said that Christians use this spell and it
can captivate any person on earth. Now I’m thankful that I’m
a captive of the Word of God and I praise Him that I can have
access to His Word on my phone to read it and listen to it.’”

Now I’m
thankful that I’m
a captive of the
Word of God.

“This app has been extremely helpful not only to me in learning the Word of God,
but also to my nine-year-old son. He has listened to the Bible since he was four or
five. My son listens to it every night before he goes to bed. He finished the entire
Bible. He knows many of the characters. I pray that he will grow up to be a mighty
man of valor.”

Millions of people all over the world are hearing
the Gospel because of your partnership! Thank you!
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The LORD is my strength and my
defense; he has become my salvation.
He is my God, and I will praise him, my
father’s God, and I will exalt him.
The LORD is a warrior; the LORD
is his name.

From a SSG, US Army
“Thank you so much for supplying the BibleStick. It’s
awesome! I’m in Iraq and got mine from the chapel. I use
it to drown out the noise from the helicopters, generators,
and the talk around me to sleep. I’ve already gone through
a couple of batteries in two weeks. I’m sleeping and
waking up by it.”

– Exodus 15:2-3 NIV
Every day, our active-duty service members face danger and
unfamiliar situations, risking their lives and futures for the
sake of our country. Our veterans encounter many struggles
of their own, as well—whether in the form of post-traumatic
stress or a disconnected society that doesn’t know how to
interact with or employ them.

Our military members need
the hope of the Gospel.
Praise God: More and more BibleSticks are being shared
with these brave men and women every day—this coming
year will mark one million units given out via chaplains
and ministry partners! That’s a minimum of one million
active or retired military members who have been given the
opportunity to hear God’s Word!

From a 2LT, US Army
“This is such a blessing! I don’t get a chance to read my
Bible every day because I’m a nurse—always working. So
while I’m walking to work every day, I get the chance
to listen to the Bible. It is such a blessing. Thank you for
serving us and loving your country.”
From a veteran
“When I was in Vietnam and for years afterwards, I was
running from God. When I turned my life over to Him, I still
had a secret that not even my wife of 18 years knew: I cannot
read very well. I can read the Bible, but I have to think about
a verse for a long time before it makes sense. Now, I can
listen to God’s Word on my BibleStick every day after I say
my prayers. I used to run from God, but now I go to Him
every day!”

Read the testimonies of some of our military heroes who
received a Military BibleStick and were able to take comfort
in the precious words of the Bible:

Thank you for helping to get the precious Word of God
into the hands of our service members and veterans!
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You will be enriched in every way to be
generous in every way, which through us
will produce thanksgiving to God.
– 2 Corinthians 9:11

Audio Bible Recordings: 91

Total Revenue FY18: $21,420,940

Africa: 40%

Americas: 11%
Eurasia/Middle East: 4%

Asia/Pacific: 34%

Other:
$228,679 (1.06%)

South Asia: 11%

Contributions:
$21,192,261 (98.94%)
Audio Bible Listening Programs: 59,000 +
Asia Pacific: 25%
Africa: 25%
South Asia: 15%

Expenses FY18

Eurasia/Middle East: 11%
Fundraising 8.38%
Management 5.85%

Americas: 24%

Programs 85.77%
Military BibleSticks: 151,184

Service Members: 75%

Veterans: 25%

Faith Comes By Hearing has been a
top-rated charity with Charity Navigator for
the past 11 years, and has received a Platinum
Seal of Transparency on GuideStar!
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Faith Comes By Hearing has had an amazing year, and it’s all thanks to the support
and generosity of our partners – including you! Together, we’ve served to advance the
Kingdom of God in multiple regions, countries, cities, and villages, making the Good News
of Jesus Christ available for people to hear in their own languages like never before.
We are honored to work with more than 400 field partners, including 140+ Bible
Societies, 80+ translation organizations, and 46 recording teams.

Exciting initiatives planned for the coming year include:
• Doubling the number of new oral Bible translation projects.
• Developing plans to record Scripture in every translated language by 2033.
• The unveiling of Gospel Films, a marriage of incredible film
depictions of the Gospels and FCBH Bible recordings.
• The expansion of our military outreach to a global scale.
• The pilot of an Audio Scripture engagement program among millions
of immigrants and non-English speakers in the US.
• Expanding provision of Audio Bible content for other ministries to
be able to launch thousands more programs on their own devices.
We are eager to see what will be accomplished this year and beyond!
Beyond our own plans, though, we trust most of all in God and His special
plan to reach every tribe, tongue, people, and nation with the Good News
of His salvation. We look forward to the glorious day pictured in Revelation
7, when we will all stand before the throne and the Lamb, crying out in
praise and worship, saying:

“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and
power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”

THANK YOU FOR PARTNERING WITH US!
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I thank my God every time I
remember you. In all my prayers
for all of you, I always pray with
joy because of your partnership in
the gospel from the first day until
now, being confident of this, that
he who began a good work in you
will carry it on to completion until
the day of Christ Jesus.

What a blessing it is to partner with faithful brothers and
sisters in this ministry of spreading the Word of God to the
unreached people of the world!
Because of your prayers and generosity…
•
•
•
•
•

God’s Word is being recorded and provided to communities in every country.
New believers are being discipled and encouraged.
Service members and veterans are discovering hope in the Gospel.
Innovative technologies are being implemented to spread the Word.
People are hearing the Bible in their language for the very first time.

– Philippians 1:3-6 NIV
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All Scripture verses quoted from ESV
unless otherwise noted.
The ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English
Standard Version®) copyright ©2001 by
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Edition: 2016. All rights reserved. Used by
Permission.
NIV Scripture verses quoted from: Holy
Bible, New International Version®, NIV®
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